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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





RETAIL VOLUME COMMENCES 


Retail sales in early March were 
shghtly below the corresponding year 


ago level. A large measure of the de- 
cline was attributed to the late Easter, 
April 13, this year, as compared with 
March 25, in 1951. 

Home apphance sales continued to 
be below the level of a year ago. Tele 
vision sales rose slightly with the intro 
duction of new models, Heavy promo 
nional efforts were being undertaken in 
fringe TV areas. 

Total consumer spending in Febru 
ary was about 1 per cent below that in 
January, according to the seasonally 
adjusted Dun’s Review Regional Trade 
Barometer. The preliminary barometer 
tor February at 321.6 was 2 per cent 
below that in February, 1951. 

Retail sales in February, after allow 
ance for seasonal variations, were esti 
mated at $12.9 billion. This volume was 
4 per cent below that in February, 1951 
and 6 per cent below the all-time high 
in January, 1951. 

The tinal barometer for January, 
1952 Was 324.5, to per cent below the 
record high of 360.14 for January 1951. 
It was the third lowest barometer in 
the past twelve-month period. The 
barometers tor three regions were above 
a year ago; that tor Maryland and Vis 
ginia (18) was up 1.2 per cent; Florida 
(21) up to per cent; and New Orleans 

23) up 5.4 per cent. The barometer 
tor Detrow (12) declined more notice 
ably than the others; it was 14.4 per 
cent below a year ago. 

While six of the January Regional 
Trade Barometers were below the pre 
ceding month's level, the United States 
barometer rose 5.0 per cent above De 
cembers 309.0. Monthly changes 
ranged from a rise of 18.0 per cent for 
Pittsburgh (7) to a decline of 9.0 per 
cent tor Florida (21). The Texas re 
gion (24) had the highest barometer 
and New England (1) had the lowest 
barometer. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Change Change Comparison Reta)! 
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. Philadelphia 0 7.7 272.2 +12.2 
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Indianapolis and Louisville j - 9.0 378.1 + 1.0 
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Milwaukee — 48 327.5 +14.2 
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s. lowa and Nebraska 318. 13.4 330.9 — 3.7 
St. Louis O04. 2.0 291.9 + 4.4 
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.. Maryland and Virgima 1.2 325.0 + 6.4 
North and South Carolina 4.5 336.7 + 3.5 
» Atlanta and Birmingham ; 6.3 396.7 +11,2 
. Florida 436.8 -— 9.0 
Memphis — 4.8 355.4 +17.4 
New Orleans 5 5.4 410.4 4.0 
. Texas gO. 3.2 
. Denver ’ 4 6.7 356.8 4.5 
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. Portland and Seattle 356. 372.8 4.4 
San Francisco 6.8 332.5 1.3 
Los Angeles : 324.5 2.1 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

JaNuary—Barometer 1°”, above Decem- 
ber, 12°, below last year, 24°, below U.S. 

Fesruary—New England department 
store sales 7°’, below last year. Wholesale 
trade compared with last year: Bangor 
and Manchester +-5°.,, Providence — 4°, 
Boston and Hartford —5°,, New Haven 
—7°., New Bedford —11°%, Worcester 
—12°.. Collections slower than last year. 
Shutdowns continuing, some factories 
cutting wages. Heavy retail promotion. 


Region 2 

January—Barometer 2°. above Decem- 
ber, 19°, below last year, 22°/, below U. S. 

Fesruary—New York City department 
store sales 13°, below last year. Total re- 
tail trade compared with last year: Bridge- 
port —5°., New York City — 10°; com- 
pared with last month: New York City 
-+-3°/, Bridgeport — 3°... Wholesale trade 
compared with last year: New York City 
—2°,, Bridgeport —7°%. Collections 
slower than last year. 


Region 3 

JanvuarY—Barometer 7°”, below Decem- 
ber, 12°, below last year, 6°”, below U. S. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Syracuse, 7°, below last year. Total re- 
tail trade compared with last year: Bing 
hamton +-3°/, Albany — 3°, Utica —5°, 
Syracuse —7°.. Total wholesale trade 
compared with last year: Utica +15°%, 
Binghamton -+-3°,, Albany —5°/, Syra- 
cuse —10°%. Collections steady to slow 
compared with last year. 


Region 4 

JanuarY—Barometer 7°”, above Decem 
ber, 3°, below last year, even with VU. S. 

Fresrvary—Department store sales 
compared with last year: Buffalo —1° 
Rochester —8°”. Total retail trade com- 
pared with last year: Rochester +-3°/, 
Elmira — 3°4, Buffalo —4°/. Wholesale 
trade compared with last year: Rochester 
-+-1°,, Buffalo and Elmira, even. Buffalo 
steel mills operating at 104°/, of capacity, 
flour production 4°, below last year. 


Region 5 

January—Barometer down fractionally 
from December, down 12°% from last year, 
24°%, below UV. S. 

Fresruary—Newark department store 
sales 16°, below last year; total retail vol- 
ume in Newark down 11°’. Wholesale 
trade 9° below last year. Collections 
slower than a year ago; steady with last 
month. Industrial activity unchanged 
from year and month ago. Furniture 
sales 7°. above a year ago. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Duw & Brapstreet offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended March 1, 1952. 











Region 6 

January—Barometer 12° 
cember, 8° 
U.S. 

Fesruary—Philadelphia department 
store sales 13°, below last year. Whole 
sale trade compared with last year: Wil 
mington even, Trenton, Scranton, and 
Philadelphia —2°., York —5°., Lancas 
ter —8°., Wilkes-Barre — 10°, Reading 
—12°.. Collections steady to slow com- 
pared with last year. 


above De 
below last year, 6°. below 


Region 7 

January—Barometer 18° 
cember, 5°/ 
U. S. 

F esruary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Pittsburgh —19°%, 
Erie —8 Wholesale trade compared 
with last year: Charleston +-3°., Hunt- 
ington even, Youngstown —7°., Wheel 
ing —8°, Pittsburgh —10°4, Ente --18° 
Collections slower than a year ago. Pitts 
burgh steel at 102.6°”, of capacity. 


above De 
below last year, 5°, above 


Region 8 

JaNUARY—Barometer 8°. above Decem- 
ber, 6°”, below last year, 10° above U. S. 

Fesruary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Akron —g°., Cleve 
land —11°., Toledo —14° Wholesale 
trade compared with last year, Toledo 
+8°/, Cleveland —2°/, Akron —3°%, 
Canton —9°.. Collections steady com 
pared with year ago. Cleveland steel mills 
operating at 101.3°, capacity. Continued 


industrial expansion. 


Region 9 

January—Barometer 7°, above Decem- 
ber, 4°, below last year, 9°”, above U. S. 

F esrvuary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Cincinnati and Co- 
lumbus —13°.. Total retail trade com- 
pared with last year: Columbus +-10°, 
Cincinnati —5°4, Dayton —4°%. Whole- 
sale trade compared with last year: Co 
lumbus --10°/, Dayton +-2°/, Cincin- 
nati —6°°. Collections steady with year 
ago. Industrial activity high. 


Region 10 

January—Barometer 1°, above Decem- 
ber, 9°, below last year, 18°, above U. S. 

F esrvuary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Indianapolis — 12°, 
Louisville —14 Wholesale trade com 
pared with a year ago: Terre Haute +-2°., 
Louisville even, Evansville and Fort 
Wayne —2°., Indianapolis —7°,. Col 
lections slower than last year. Metal short 
ages hampering defense production. Ser. 
vel strike in Evansville settled. 


Region 11 

January—Barometer 14°4 above De 
cember, 10°. below last year, 5°4, below 
L.S. 

Fesruary—Chicago department store 
sales 10°, below last year. Total retail 
trade compared with last year: Peoria 
-+-1°., Rockford and Springfield —4 
Chicago —15°.. Wholesale trade com 
pared with last year: Rockford +-12 
Peoria +-3°., Springfield —5°., Chicago 
— 10" Collections steady to slower. 


Region 12 

JaNuary—Barometer 13°. above De 
cember, 14°, below last year, 8°. above 
U.S. 

Fesrvuary—Department store sales in 
Detroit 16°, below last year. Total re 
tail sales: Grand Rapids -+-5°”, Saginaw 
~4°.. Wholesale trade compared with 
last year; Saginaw —3°., Grand Rapids 
—5°, Detroit —11°". Collections slower 
than year ago. Auto production 30°. be 
low last year’s level. 


Region 13 

Janvary—Barometer 14°. above De 
cember, 5°” below last year, 15 
U. S. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Milwaukee 10°. below last year. Tota! 
retail trade compared with last year: 
Green Bay +-2°., Milwaukee —7°%, 
Madison —10°.. Wholesale trade com 
pared with last year: Green Bay —3°%, 
Milwaukee — 4°, Madison —s5' Col 
lections slower than last year. 


above 


Region 14 
January—Barometer 1°’ above Decem 
ber, 12°”, below last year, 1°/, above U. S. 
F esruary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Minneapolis -+-8° 
Duluth-Superior even, St. Paul — 10 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
Minneapolis and Butte —1°/, Fargo and 
St. Paul —3°, LaCrosse —5°/, Duluth 
—15°.. Collections steady to slower than 
year ago. Flour output compared with 
last year: Minneapolis — 3° 
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Region 15 

January—Barometer 4°, below Decem- 
ber, 13°, below last year, 2°”, below U. S. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
State of Nebraska 10°”, below last year. 
Total retail trade compared with last year: 
Lincoln +-6°., Davenport -+-5°,,, Water- 
loo —2°., Cedar Rapids and Omaha 
—7°, Sioux City —8°., Des Moines 
—g°., Dubuque — 10°. Wholesale trade 
about even with year ago. Collections 
slower than last year. 


Region 16 

JaNvARY—Barometer 4°, above Decem- 
ber, 2°, below last year, 6°, below U. S. 

Fesruary—St. Louis trade compared 
with last year: department store sales 
—8°/, total retail volume —2°., whole- 
sale trade —4°.. Collections slower than 
last year and last month. Steel mills in 
St. Louis operating at 79.2°., capacity. 
Heavy marketings at St. Louis national 
stock yards reduced hog prices to new lows 
for 21 month period. 


Region 17 

JaNuarY—Barometer 8°”, above Decem- 
ber, 4°, below last year, 17°”, above U. S. 

Fepruary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Tulsa even, Wichita 

4°., Oklahoma City and St. Joseph 

12°, Kansas City —13 Wholesale 
trade compared with last year: Wichita 
13°, Topeka +-2°_, Kansas City — 3 
Tulsa i. a Joseph 1s Collec- 
tions steady. Flour output below last 
vear: Kansas City —12 


Region 18 
Janvuary—Barometer 6° above Decem 
ber, 1°. above last year, 7°, above U. S. 
Fisrvary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Balumore —7°., 
Washington, D. C., —12 Total retail 
sales compared with last vear: Bristol 
2° , Roanoke ~—s5° , Richmond —7 
Nortolk —10 Wholesale trade com 
pared with last year: Nortolk -+-r1o 
Baltimore -+-2°., Bristol +-1°, Richmond 


1°, Washington — 4°, Roanoke —g 


Region 19 
January-—Barometer 4°. above Decem 
ber, 5° . below last year, 7°, above U. S. 
Frepruary— Total retail sales compared 
with last year: Columbia +-1°°, Winston 
Salem —3°., Raleigh —4°., Charlotte 
-5°., Charleston —11°., Asheville 
-15°.. Wholesale trade compared with 
last vear: Winston-Salem 4°, Colum 
bia -+-1°., Charleston and Raleigh — 
Charlotte —7°., Asheville — 10 


Ss 
Col 


lections steady to slower than last year. 


12 


Region 20 

January—Barometer 11°%, above De- 
cember, 6°/, below last year, 36°, above 
U. S. 

F esruary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Augusta +-4°.,, Bir- 
mingham —8°., Nashville —10°., At 
lanta —19°.. Total retail sales compared 
with last year: Mobile even, Montgomery 
and Columbus — 2°, Chattanooga +-3°%, 
Knoxville —10°,. Collections steady to 
slower than last year. 


Region 21 

January—Barometer 9°”, below Decem- 
ber, 1°”, above last year, 23°/, above U. S. 

F esruary—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Miami —7°,, Jack- 
sonville —8°,. Tampa retail sales 5 
above last year. Wholesale trade com. 
pared with last year: Jacksonville +-2°., 
Miami —5°., Tampa —8°%. Collections 
steady compared with last year. Miami 
bus strike holding down level of sales. 
Tourist trade down appreciably. 


Region 22 
January—Barometer 17°. above De 
cember, 5°, below last year, 29° , above 
U. &. . 
FresruaryY—Department store sales com- 
pared with last year: Little Rock —8 
Memphis — ro Total retail sales com- 
pared with last year: Memphis — 3°., 
Little Rock —4 Wholesale trade com 
pared with last year: Memphis —3 
Little Rock —6° .. Collections slower than 
last year and steady with last month. 


Region 23 
JaNUARY—Barometer 4°. above Decem 
above last year, 31°, above U.S. 
Fresruary—New Orleans department 
below last year. Retail 
trade compared with last year: New Or 
, Jackson —5 W holesale 
trade compared with last year: New Or 
, Jackson ~—5 
slower than last year. Mardi Gras cele 
bration brought sales above previous years’ 
levels. 


ber, 5 
store sales 2 
leans -}-2 


leans -}+-1 Collections 


Region 24 

JanuARY—Barometer 3°. below Decem 
ber, 5°. below last year, 38°. above U. S. 
F esruary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Houston +-7°., E] 
Paso +-5°., Fort Worth —5°., San An 
tonio —4°., Dallas —10°4. Wholesale 
trade compared with last year: El Paso 
10°, Lubbock +6°4, San Antonio 
, Wichita Falls +2°/, Amarillo 
1°, Dallas even, Fort Worth and Hous- 

ton —5°., Austin —8° 


Region 25 
Janvuary—Barometer 5°”, below Decem- 
ber, 7°, below last year, 5°, above U. S. 
Fresruary—Department store sales com. 
pared with last year: Denver —10°., 
State of Colorado —16°%. Retail trade 
compared with last year: Denver and Al. 
buquerque —10°... Wholesale trade com- 
pared with last year: Denver -+-2°.,, Albu- 
querque —10°,. Collections slower than 
last year, steady with last month. Heavy 

promotion of television sets. 


Region 26 

January—Barometer 1°, below Decem- 
ber, 9°, below last year, 10°.,.above U. S. 

Fresruary—Salt Lake City: department 
store sales down 10°/, from last year, total 
retail sales —7°/, wholesale trade —15°/. 
Collections slower than last year and 
steady with last month. Industrial ac- 
tivity below last year. Coal miner's strike 
held partially responsible, settled in latter 
part of month. Some shortages devel 
oping. 


Region 27 

January—Barometer 4°, below Decem- 
ber, 10° . below last year, 10°’ above U.S. 

Fesruary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Seattle —11°/, Port- 
land and Spokane —12°,. Total retail 
trade in Tacoma 5°, below last year. Col 
lections slower than last year. Bus strike 
in Portland. Flour output in Seattle and 
Portland 14°, above last year. Portland 
lumber production up 5 West Coast 
steel mills operating rate 101.7 


Region 28 

JaNvuAarY—Barometer 1°. above Decem 
ber, 7°. below last year, 4°. above U. S. 

Fresruary—Department store sales in 
Oakland and San Francisco 10°” below 
last year. Retail trade in Sacramento 5 
above last vear. Wholesale trade com 
pared with last vear: Sacramento -+-10°), 
Oakland even, San Francisco — 20°”. Col 
lections slower than last vear. Strike of 
Municipal Railroad of San Francisco cur- 
tailed trade. 


Region 29 

Janvuary—Barometer 2°. above Decem 
ber, 12°. below last year, 2°, above U. S. 

Fixrvary—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: San Diego —8 
Los Angeles —12° Retail trade in 
Phoenix 6°. above last year. Wholesale 
trade compared with last year: Phoenix 
-5°°, San Diego —2°%, Los Angeles 
—3°.. Collections steady to slower than 
last year. Trend toward decentralization 
ot Los Angeles department stores noted. 
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